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1 The higher your speed, the higher the penalties.

Speeding, tailgating or following too closely are examples 
of aggressive driver behaviours which have no place on 
our roads.

2

Speeding is one of the leading causes of collisions in Ontario.

3

The faster you drive, the higher your risk of 
losing control and being involved in a crash, 
which can be fatal or cause serious injury.

4

Aggressive and unsafe driving is never okay, and the costs 
are real – it can cost you your driver’s licence, your car and, 
most importantly, it can cost you your life or the life of 
another person.

5

Go back to Contents
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Nearly 19 percent of passengers 
killed in fatal crashes in 2018 
were between the age of 16 and 
24 years old

Source: 2018 Ontario Road Safety 
Annual Report

The proportion of fatal collisions 
that involve speeding starts to go 
up in spring until reaching a peak 
of just over 13 percent in June, July 
and August

Source: 2013-2017 Ontario 
collision data

Over 50 percent of Ontarians 
have felt unsafe, at least once in 
their life, because of the speed at 
which a driver was driving and 
have asked a driver to slow down

Source: 2021 MTO Attitude and 
Behaviour survey

The risk of fatality or serious injury 
is approximately 11 times greater 
when vehicles are involved in a 
collision at 50 km/h or more over a 
posted speed limit of 100 km/h, 
than when vehicles are involved in 
a collision while driving on similar 
roads at, or below, the posted limit

Go back to Contents



BY THE NUMBERS |2

Public Outreach and Education Office | 5 

Driving 10 km/h over the posted limit in urban areas could be the 
difference between life and death -- Slowing down could save a life

The number of roadside driver’s 
licence suspensions for street 
racing/stunt driving increased 
130 percent between 2013 and 
2019

Source: Ontario Driver 
Annual Statistics

Roadside driver’s licence 
suspensions for street racing/stunt 
driving increased an additional
52 percent between March and 
August 2020 compared to the 
same period in 2019

Source: Ontario Suspension Data

Young drivers aged 16-25 represented 
only 19 percent of drivers involved in 
collisions between March and June 
2020 but 42 percent of drivers 
involved in collisions with a police-
recorded speed of 50 km/h or more 
above the posted limit

Source: Ontario Collision Data

57 percent of passengers felt 
uncomfortable, at least once in 
their life, because of the speed at 
which the driver was driving and 
55 percent of passengers have 
asked the driver to slow down

Source: 2021 MTO Attitude and 
Behaviour survey

Go back to Contents
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Fines and penalties for speeding, aggressive driving and stunt driving can be costly. 

Ontario has some of the toughest penalties for street racing and stunt driving in North America.
Penalties include up to $10,000 in fines, a licence suspension of up to two years for 
the first conviction, and up to ten years for a second conviction, six demerit points and a jail term of 
up to six months – plus the cost of having your vehicle impounded and higher insurance rates.

The dangers and costs of speeding, street racing, stunt driving and texting are real, and it’s never worth it.
For details on fines and penalties for speeding, aggressive driving and stunt driving, visit Ontario.ca/Speeding 

How much over the posted speed 
limit

On all roads On roads where speed limit is under 
80km/h 

On roads where speed limit is 
80km/h or more 

20 km/h $90 $90 $90 

30 km/h $210 $210 $210

40 km/h $280 $2,000 to $10,000 
AT ROADSIDE
+ seven-day licence suspension*
+ 14-day vehicle impoundment

$280

50 km/h $2,000 to $10,000 
AT ROADSIDE
+ seven-day licence suspension
+ seven-day vehicle impoundment

$2,000 to $10,000 
AT ROADSIDE
+ seven-day licence suspension*
+ 14-day vehicle impoundment

$2,000 to $10,000 
AT ROADSIDE
+ seven-day licence suspension*
+ 14-day vehicle impoundment

*Note: Roadside licence suspension to increase to 30 days as of September 12, 2021

Go back to Contents

http://www.ontario.ca/speeding
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Upon conviction additional sanctions will apply

within 10 years of the first conviction

• $2,000 to $10,000 fine
• Jail term of up to six months
• Licence suspension up to 2 years
• 6 demerit points

• $2,000 to $10,000 fine
• Jail term of up to six months
• Licence suspension up to 10 years
• 6 demerit points

within 10 years of the first conviction

• $2,000 to $10,000 fine
• Jail term of up to six months
• Licence suspension 1-3 years
• 6 demerit points

• $2,000 to $10,000 fine
• Jail term of up to six months
• Licence suspension 3-10 years
• 6 demerit points

• $2,000 to $10,000 fine
• Jail term of up to six months
• Licence suspension, reducible 

to ten years
• 6 demerit points

• $2,000 to $10,000 fine
• Jail term of up to six months
• Lifetime suspension
• 6 demerit points

Go back to Contents
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Young and novice drivers will face at least a 30-day 
licence suspension and possible licence cancellation 
for any conviction for the following offences:

• speeding 30 km/h or more over the speed limit
• following too closely
• careless driving
• fail to remain at the scene of a collision
• stunt driving

Go back to Contents

Fines increase in community safety zones and in construction zones when 
workers are present. Slow your speed while driving through these areas and 
follow the posted speed limit.
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Because high speed crashes dramatically increase the risk of fatality or serious 
injury, driving 40 km/h or more over the speed limit on roads where the speed limit is 
less than 80km/h or driving 50km/h or more over the posted speed on roads where the 
speed limit is 80 km/h or more, can result in stunt driving charges.

While driving 40 or 50 km/h or more above the posted speed limit is the most commonly 
known, and most commonly charged offence, Ontario’s Stunt Driving law also 
considers other types of high-risk behaviours to be stunts, including:

• Driving in a manner to prevent another from passing
• Intentionally cutting off another vehicle
• Street racing
• Driving stunts
• Driving at 150 km/h or more
• Driving with a person in the trunk of the motor vehicle
• Driving without care to other road users
• Chasing another car
• Driving while not sitting in the driver’s seat
• Weaving through traffic, while speeding
• Driving in a manner that intentionally lifts tires off the road
• Driving in a manner that intentionally causes tires to lose traction on the roadway 

while turning
• Driving in a manner that intentionally causes vehicles to spin/turn in circles
• Driving two or more cars in close proximity in a situation where one car travels into 

ongoing traffic for an unreasonable amount of time
• Driving two or more cars above the speed limit in a manner that would suggest a 

competition is taking place

To help curb aggressive behaviours on Ontario’s roads, stunt 
driving/street racing penalties will be expanded to apply not 
only to highways but also to other off-road locations. 

Go back to Contents
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Street racers and drivers who put themselves and other road users at risk by driving 
recklessly can also face careless or dangerous driving charges as well.

Offence Penalties Structure before July 1, 2021 Penalties Structure as of July 1, 2021

Street racing or 
stunt driving 

$2,000 to $10,000 

ROADSIDE

+ seven-day licence suspension

+ seven-day vehicle impoundment

$2,000 to $10,000 

ROADSIDE

+ seven-day licence suspension*

+ 14-day vehicle impoundment

*Note: Roadside licence suspension to increase to 30 days as of September 12, 2021

If you endanger other people because you drive too fast for the road 
and weather conditions you could face careless driving charges. 

If convicted of careless driving, you may receive:
• six demerit points
• fines up to $2,000 and/or
• a jail term of six months
• a licence suspension of up to two years.

Dangerous driving is a criminal code offence. 
You will receive a one-year licence suspension the first time you are 
convicted. Subsequent offences increase substantially to a lifetime ban 
from driving. 

Jail terms are minimum 5 years and up to 10 years for causing bodily harm 
or up to 14 years for causing death.

Convictions will remain on your driver’s record for a minimum of 10 years.

Go back to Contents
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Speeding and aggressive driving puts lives in danger, and it’s never 
worth it. Drivers and passengers can keep their roads safer by 
following these recommendations:

• Empty roads are not an invitation to speed. Speed reduces the time you 
have to react to the unexpected.

• Speed reduces your field of vision and reaction time which are very 
important especially when driving at night, on unlit and undivided roads. 

• Even small reductions in speed can be significant in reducing severity of a 
crash. You are 10 times more likely to be injured or die in a collision 
involving speeds 50 km/h or more above the posted limit.

• Pay special attention to pedestrians, whether they are crossing roads, 
walking alongside them or entering and exiting transit vehicles. Always pass 
these areas at a reasonable speed and be prepared for pedestrians to make 
sudden or unexpected moves.

• Decrease your speed in bad weather, heavy traffic, and in school, 
community safety zones and construction zones.

• Be extra careful when driving through areas where people are working on 
or near the road:
• Slow down when approaching work zones and be ready to stop, and
• Obey all signs and any workers who are directing traffic through the 

area.

• A passenger can save lives. Speak up if the driver speeds up. 
Speaking up can help you and your friends stay alive.

• Call 9-1-1 and report any vehicle to police when you witness 
dangerous or erratic driving. If you hear or suspect that street 
races or stunting is being organized in your community, call your 
local police service. 

• Parents play a role in preventing this dangerous behaviour. Talk 
with your kids before they borrow the car.  Consider a parent-teen 
driving agreement.

• Vehicle owners need to know that it is your vehicle that will be 
seized at roadside, even if you were not the one operating the 
vehicle.

DID YOU KNOW?! In Ontario, vehicle owners are responsible 
for ensuring that anyone who drives their vehicle has a valid 
driver's licence. The Driver’s Licence Check is a free online 
service for the public and businesses to find out if an Ontario 
driver’s licence is valid.

Go back to Contents

https://www.dlc.rus.mto.gov.on.ca/dlc/
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../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/twitter.com/ONtransport
../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/facebook.com/OntarioTransportation
../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/linkedin.com/company/ontario-ministry-of-transportation
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Follow the ministry’s social accounts to get all the latest news!

Click any image below to go directly to the Twitter post.

Go back to Contents

../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/twitter.com/ONtransport
../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/facebook.com/OntarioTransportation
https://twitter.com/ONtransport/status/1334875316905529344?s=20
https://twitter.com/ONtransport/status/1334150500585975809?s=20
https://twitter.com/ONtransport/status/1320000900727975936?s=20
https://twitter.com/ONtransport/status/1326199018272280583?s=20
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Follow the ministry’s social accounts to get all the latest news!

Click any image below to go directly to the Twitter post.
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../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/twitter.com/ONtransport
../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/facebook.com/OntarioTransportation
https://twitter.com/ONtransport/status/1326993312360919041?s=20
https://twitter.com/ONtransport/status/1329182878773743626?s=20
https://twitter.com/ONtransport/status/1319292600680022017?s=20
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Follow the ministry’s social accounts to get all the latest news!

Click any image below to go directly to the Twitter post.
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../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/twitter.com/ONtransport
../../../e-Toolkits/Working%20Files/facebook.com/OntarioTransportation
https://twitter.com/ONtransport/status/1258396428990324736
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http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/publications/pdfs/demerit-points-bilingual.pdf
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/publications/pdfs/speeding-fines-penalties.pdf
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Speeding and aggressive driving webpage
Ontario.ca/Speeding

Ministry of Transportation webpage
Ontario.ca/Transportation

Speed limits webpage
www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/safe-

driving-practices.shtml#speedlimits

Go back  to Contents

http://Ontario.ca/page/speeding-and-aggressive-driving
http://ontario.ca/page/ministry-transportation
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/safe-driving-practices.shtml#speedlimits
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